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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To improve resistance to water and staining, color saturation, pen 
characteristic and dispersion stability, by incorporating, in an aqueous carrier medium, a 
colorant insoluble in the medium, a polymer dispersant and a straight chain polymer additive 
selected from among a water-soluble elastomeric block polymer, a cationic polymer and the like. 

SOLUTION: (a) An aqueous carrier medium is a mixture of water and one or more of organic 
solvents, for example, a mixture of water and a polyhydric alcohol. This component has a water 
content of 60 to 95wt.% and accounts for 70 to 99.8wt.% of the total ink composition, (b) A 
colorant is a dye and a pigment which is insoluble in component (a) and accounts for 1 to 8wt.% 
of the total ink composition, (c) A component which is a random polymer, such as a block 
copolymer, or a structured polymer accounts for 0.1 to 8wt.% of the total ink composition, (d) A 
straight chain polymer additive selected from among a water-soluble elastomeric ABA block 
polymer and the like accounts for 1 to 1 2wt.% of the total ink composition. This composition is 
prepared by compounding (a), (b), (c) and (d) components in respective amounts an amntioned 
above and is suitably used for an ink jet printer, especially a thermal ink jet printer. 
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